Late presentation of a lead perforation as a complication of permanent pacemaker insertion.
Lead perforation is a less-recognized delayed complication of device implantation. Delay in recognition may prove fatal. Predictors of postimplantation pericardial effusion, which serves as a marker of perforation, include concomitant use of transvenous pacemaker, steroid use within 7 days, and older age. The authors report a case of an 86-year-old patient who presented with a lead perforation 16 months following the original pacemaker insertion. Following surgical repair with sternotomy, a new ventricular lead was placed via a transvenous approach at the right ventricular septum. A higher clinical suspicion should be maintained in the elderly in whom perforation occurs more frequently, and consideration should be given to implanting the lead in sites other than the right ventricular apex to minimize the risk of this late complication.